
THE BIBLICAL PRIORITY OF CHURCH 
DISCIPLINE 
“And have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons? ‘My son, do not 
regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor be weary when reproved by him. For the Lord 
disciplines the one he loves, and chastises every son whom he receives.’ It is for discipline 
that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For what son is there whom his father 
does not discipline?” Hebrews 12:5-7 

The Bible (and the church) expects members to grow and walk in holiness. 

 

As a church body, we cannot allow church members to return to the sinful ways of living 
that characterize the unsaved. 

1. When a believer does sin, the Biblical expectation is they must confess it and 
forsake it as quickly as possible. We must be quick repenters.  

2. If a believer persists in this sinful behavior or attitude, the church will lovingly 
confront it.  

3. If the believer does not respond with repentance, the church will ultimately 
disfellowship them.   

 

 

The Process of Church Discipline – Matthew 18:15-20  
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Why should a church discipline? 

1. In obedience to the Word of God. 

 

2. To expose sin. 

 

3. To warn.  

 

4. To save.  

 

5. To protect.  

 

6. To preserve.  

 

7. For the sake of holiness.  

 

8. To restore.  

 

 

Before you watch the next video, please take some time to consider the following 
questions: 

1. In your own words, what is church discipline and why is it important? Try and use 
Scripture to shape your answer.  

 

2. Are love and discipline incompatible?  

 

3. Are you struggling with a sin in your life that even now has you tangled, caught, and 
snared? Don’t hesitate to reach out for help! 


